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refused to have any communication with him, Lord Spencer's
letter, the continued state of danger, and the prospect of
some arrangement growing out of the new propositions,
made Lord John determine to take a decided course, and he
accordingly requested Melbourne to call a Cabinet, which
was done, and this important meeting is to take place on
Monday next. At this Cabinet, Lord John is prepared to
make a stand, and to propose that measures shall be taken
for bringing about a settlement on the basis of mutual con-
cession, and he is in fact disposed to accept the terms now
offered by the Pasha with the consent and by the advice of
Prance. He anticipates Palmerston's opposition to this, and
his insisting upon a continuance of our present course 5 but
he is resolved in such a case to bring matters to an issue,
and if he is overruled by a majority of the Cabinet, not only
to resign, but to take a decisive part in Parliament against
Palmerston's policy, and to do his utmost there, with the
support which he expects to obtain, to prevent a war. He
is aware that his conduct might not only break up the Whig
Government and party, but that it may bring about an en-
tirely new arrangement and combination of parties, all of
which he is willing to encounter rather than the evils and
hazards of war. On the other hand, if Palmerston refuses
to accede to his terms, and if unsupported by the Cabinet
he tenders his resignation, Lord John is ready to urge its
acceptance, and himself to undertake the administration of
our foreign affairs. In short, he has made up his mind, and
that so strongly, that I do not think it possible he can fail
either to carry his point or to break up the Government,
or at least bring about very material changes in it.
Prepared as I was, by the Duke of Bedford's letter^ for
something of this sort, I was not prepared for anything so
strong and decisive ; and while I expressed my satisfaction
at it, I did not conceal my opinion that Lord John's course
had not been at all consistent, and that Palmerston, when
the moment of discussion came, would have a good case
against his antagonist colleague. While I was at Woburn,
I had constant running talk about this matter with the